
MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD ON March 27, 2019 

 

A Planning & Development Committee meeting was held on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at 8:30am in 

the City Council office, Room 204.    

 

Committee Members:  Committee Chairperson Joseph Bevilacqua, Councillors Jordan  and Macek.       

 President Michitson, Councillors Barrett and LePage also atended. 

Department Heads: Mike Stankovich-Director, Public Works; Robert Ward-Deputy Director, DPW, 

Sarah Moser - Library Director. 

Attendees:  Judge Stephen Abany, Doris Stanzini, Joshua Dionne, Linda Dionne, Alison Corneau, Jeff  

Christensen, Kiera Blessing.       

 

The meeting was opened at 8:30am which the Chairman noted was allowable under the Council rules 

according to the Council President, to accommodate one of the presenter’s schedule as he lived out of 

state. 

 

The following items were discussed: 

 

1. Doc. #38-G – Communication from President Michitson requesting to provide update on broadband 

needs and competition to lower TV costs for residents and stimulate economic development; 

 

Mr. Jeff Christensen of Entry Point Networks, Utah and Iowa made a detailed presentation discussing 

how the City may become the owner of the infrastructure enabling the City to subsequently bring any 

internet and cable provider to use the City's infrastructure, likely to be fiber-optic cable, and provide 

services to the City. He showed a Power Point which accompanied his presentation. He noted everything 

is connected to the network and used the analogy of the infrastructure being a roadway for cable and 

internet services. He stated that now Comcast controls network and services who run over the network 

and his interpretation of current systems. His view of the future fiber optic cable and wireless back out 

and that his proposal is to separate the infrastructure, giving local control and services - in the cloud 

ISP.  The City would access the internet through an open system and open access model and can choose 

ISP's out of the cloud as Municipal ownership. The owner would be the City under a private network.  He 

discussed an App not yet built providing local residents real change for the City and discussed his vision 

of the changes coming over the next five years that could all be connected to the infrastructure 

he proposes. Mr. Christensen discussed financing and suggested that there would be a one-time payment 

by each home at $3,000 per home or $17.00 per month for 20 years, which would end up reducing the 

average monthly cable cost to subscribers he believed. He noted the City can have a local option to give 

residents the ability to opt out or participate. In response to a question he noted one of the first steps 

would be to build a small data center for software. He advised that in order to begin to review the 

potential he would want $30,000.00 payable to him to develop a concept project for the city. It may 

include a neighborhood by neighborhood approach or a whole city approach or servicing just the core 

neighborhoods and that could cost $300,000. In response to a question he noted the expected life of fiber 

cable is 50-75 years. He suggested the next steps would be to have more discussion and a $30,000.00 

study payment to him. The Councilors noted the City would have to issue an RFP for consulting services 

to do the planning process and strategic plan. After further discussion, Councilor Macek made a motion 

to present this to the full Council to suggest we next meet with the Mayor; seconded by Councilor Jordan 

and voted all in favor by the Councilors of the Committee. This agenda item was now closed at 9:45am. 

 

2. Doc.#20B  - Communication from Mayor Fiorentini submitting the Haverhill Public Library Parking 

Study Draft Technical Report. 

 



DPW Director Stankovich introduced the Library Parking Lot Study, which the Mayor had commissioned 

and again discussed the study noting 77 parking spaces,3 HP spaces and that angle parking spaces may 

provide an additional 8 or 9 spaces. He noted the current HP spaces were not in conformance. He also 

noted the parking lot needs to be paved and re-striped. Haverhill Library Director Moser noted the 

number one complaint she hears from library patrons is lack of parking and that sometimes there is no 

place for the patrons to park. Particularly elderly and handicapped individuals have difficulty finding 

parking and noted at 8:30am the library lot is already 3/4 full.  Judge Abany from the District Court noted 

he supports the library but that he has a need for spaces as parking is an issue for the Court as well and 

believed it was the original intent to provide the court with some spaces or else the stairway would not 

have been provided.  He noted there is a need for court personnel and some clients of the court who have 

specific concerns for safety. The Judge noted library users can also walk from Ginty Blvd. and discussed 

concerns some of the court clients have for safety and he wants as many spaces as he can get for the court.  

DPW Director noted the study recommends 9 spaces be allocated for the Court. The Clerk Magistrate 

Stanziani discussed the days particularly busy at the Court such as Tuesday morning for jury trials and 

Thursday civil day. She thought she could help by putting out a notice to jurors "free parking on Ginty 

Blvd.” She disused her concern that those who are asking for a restraining order need to park close to the 

court for their safety and cannot park on Ginty Blvd. There was also discussion from the Council that the 

jury people can also use the Goecke deck and that the Court employees could park on Ginty Blvd. on 

Tuesday and Thursday. In response the DPW Director noted he can post Court Parking signs on Ginty 

Blvd. encouraging people using the court to park there. He also discussed the possibility of LAZ Parking 

could enforce parking in the library lot.  It was also recommended that the City Solicitor be asked to 

review the ownership of the library lot and if the Court was granted rights to parking spaces. The 

Councillors also discussed and noted the real need is for some type of parking deck in the library lot and 

suggested the Court seek input on the possibility of the state helping to fund perhaps a one level deck 

which could accommodate both the Court needed parking and that of the library as it is obvious there 

simply is not enough available parking and that the state should have considered that opportunity when 

they undertook the renovations. After additional discussion from all present, Councilor Macek made a 

motion to send this to the full Council with the recommendations noted by the Committee and Court that 

were discussed and the concerns raised, seconded by Councilor Jordan and voted in favor by the 

Committee.   

 

With no other business before the Committee today, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Joseph J. Bevilacqua, Chairperson        April 8, 2019 

Planning & Development Committee 

Haverhill City Council  
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